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Setting Standards for Digital Arabic Calligraphy to Achieve The Functional
and Aesthetic Aspects in Headlines Prints

Abstract

Over the last few years, several shapes of Arabic letters were
introduced and used in printing field. While paper printing welcomed and
used the new shapes without paying due attention to its suitability — given
its variation and differences among those in charge - web pages of the big
corporations refrained from using the new shapes and adopted only the
familiar ones. Many of these new shapes did not achieve the quality and
distinction as in the Latin letters for some reasons. The most important of all
is the formation of the Arabic letter itself, whereas the letter shape depends
on its location, and that its figure changes in accordance with the adjacent
letters. There is also a big problem resulting from the great variation of the
general structure or the boundaries surrounding the Arabic letter, the empty
spaces inside it, and the necessity all of this together. Undoubtedly, this
adds to the complexity of creating calligraphy based on correct basics that
are easily composed. For example, the letter “Haa’ has four cases
depending on its location in the word, whereas all letters in Latin languages
have only two cases. Therefore, in order to solve these problems, it is
important to set criteria for the design of the digital Arabic calligraphy.
Some of the most important criteria include:

e First: Adhering to the general rules, which are the basics of Arabic
letters design, and then the special rules of these letters design, which
rely on the proper comprehension of the dimensions of the Arabic
alphabet shape design.

e Second: To direct calligraphy in such a way that the alphabet design
corresponds to the subject; be it politics, economics, children or
women. Every subject has its own specifications.

e Third: Considering the industrial and economic factor. This includes
shortening the letter directions, closeness of ascending and descending
movements, applying scientific rules to the design of printing
calligraphy and its right programming. These are the most important
factors that affect the printing calligraphy design.

¢ Finally: The right programming of alphabet, to be able to use it with all
programs.
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